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2nd Largest City in Maryland
Fastest Residential & 

Job Growth in the State 

85,793 
Residents
(US Census Estimates)
 

4,115 
Businesses
(MD Dept. Of Commerce)

11% Increase 
in City Businesses 

in past 5 years
(ESRI) 

~8 million SF  non-
residential in the 
development pipeline



Key Industries 

Life Sciences Technology Healthcare & 
Social Assistance

Advanced 
Manufacturing

Tourism & 
Hospitality



Business Resources

Site SelectionBusiness Meetings
Our role is to provide support and 

connect entrepreneurs and business 
owners to resources.

Free Property Reports
ReSimplifi is an interactive map that 

lists commercial properties in the city.

Industry-Specific Resources

School of Food; Craft Beverage Start-Up 
Guide; Food Truck Handbook; Tech 
Resources; Life Science Resources



Business Start-Up Resources

100+ Business Start-Up 

Meetings annually

Printed Guide Available in Both 
English & Spanish 
New edition coming in June 2025

Advice, data, resources, and 
community connections available 
every step of the way



Economic Development
Resources for Businesses

ÅSite Selection Assistance
ÅBusiness Start-Up Services
ÅBusiness Kick-Off Meetings & Start Up Guide
ÅBusiness Planning Partners ɀ SBDC, MWBC, SCORE
ÅIncentive Programs 
ÅPromotional Assistance
ÅGrand Openings & Anniversaries 
ÅPR Frederick
ÅSocial Media 
ÅSpecial Publications - Top 50, etc.
ÅMonthly Business E-news for Resources & Updates
ÅWorkforce Training & Attraction Assistance
ÅIndustry-Specific Programming 
ÅCommunity Connections & Resource Referral
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Zoning & Permitting 
Assistance 

ÅCity vs. County ɀ Separate Planning and Permitting 
Processes 

ÅCertificate of Occupancy 

ÅSignage Permits 

ÅOnline Portal: &ÏÒÍ #ÅÎÔÅÒ Ɇ &ÒÅÄÅÒÉÃËȟ -$ Ɇ 
CivicEngage (cityoffrederickmd.gov)
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https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/FormCenter/Permits-32/PreSubmittal-Application-for-BuildingTra-106
https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/FormCenter/Permits-32/PreSubmittal-Application-for-BuildingTra-106


Incentives and Programs

Tax Credits Conditional Grants Incentive Zones

The City of Frederick encompasses 
four State and federal incentive 

zones.

There are four grant programs for 
façade improvement, fire suppression, 

interior capital and physical 
improvement projects.

The City of Frederick provides a variety of 
strategic incentives to encourage 

rehabilitation, capital investment, and job 
creation.



Microgrant program that supports  improvements that will convey with the property & strategically 
ÅÎÈÁÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇȭÓ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎÁÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÂÏÔÈ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ Ǫ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÔÅÎÁÎÔÓȾÏ×ÎÅÒÓ

Cityof Frederick - GROW Grant Program

FY24 
10 Small Businesses Awarded

$90,000 in Awards

$4,907,000 Total Private Investment

28,964 SF Total Expansion

108 Total New Employees Projected in next 3 years

50%+ Women/Minority Owned Businesses

Up to $10,000 Matching Grant

Eligible Expenses
Fire suppression systems, parking improvements, 
ADA compliance & accessibility upgrades, HVAC 
improvements, environmental remediation, & 
other non-cosmetic property improvements

Competitive Criteria
Proposed growth of the business, physical 
improvements to property, community impact, 
leverage, and demonstrated financial need/gap



Our Economic Development Partners are the best!

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING & 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT



Richard Griffin, CEcD, AICP - Director
rgriffin@cityoffrederickmd.gov
301-600-6361

Mary Ford Naill  - Manager
mnaill@cityoffrederickmd.gov 
301-600-6362

Kennedi Wilson
Business Development Specialist
kwilson@cityoffrederickmd.gov
301-600-6363

businessinfrederick@cityoffrederickmd.gov 
301-600-6360 



DOING BUSINESS 101
WITH THE CITY OF FREDERICK

SPRING LEARNING SERIES

Ready to take your business to the 

next level and explore exciting 

contracting opportunities? Jarad Bowens 
Business Outreach Coordinator 

Office of Equity & Inclusion



Procurement Opportunities

Depending on the year, the City of Frederick can have between 20 and 30 million dollars in 

άŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŀōƭŜέ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘΦ 

/ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ άŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŀōƭŜέ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 

ω/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ όŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ ōǳƛƭŘΣ ŜǘŎΦύ 

ωtǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘǎΣ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎΣ ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜύ

ωDŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƘŜŀǘƛƴƎκǾŜƴǘƛƭŀǘƛƻƴκŀƛǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎΣ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎΣ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎύ 

ωhŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎκǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

We do not typically procure: 

ωLƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ όǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴ-house IT team) 

ω/ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ όǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴ-house Comms team)

ωwŜǘŀƛƭ ƻǊ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘǎ 



Purchasing Amounts

Nearly $72 million dollars were awarded to 224 projects and activities in the past few years that 

promote community development and economic growth 

ÅUnder $10,000- ¢ƘŜǎŜ άǎƳŀƭƭ ŘƻƭƭŀǊέ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ 

Å$10,000 to $50,000- Services or products sought within this price range require departments to follow competitive pricing 

policies and obtain at least three written quotes prior to contract

ÅOver $50,000 ς Services or products sought over this mark are required to go through a formal solicitation process. The 

opportunities are placed online through our procurement portal. There is some variability in the length the opportunity is 

posted, but typically the requests remain open for about 4 weeks. 



Small Business Reserve (SBR) 

Program 



SBR Program

The intention of the Small Business Reserve program is to increase opportunities for Small Business 

Enterprises (SBEs) to perform as prime contractors/suppliers on City projects/contracts, growing 

capacity and gaining valuable experience. 

ÅApplies to all procurements over $10,000 that do not involve subcontracting*

ÅAwards are available to small businesses that meet the size standard set forth by the SBA

ÅThe bidding SBE must self-perform a significant percentage of the contracted work (a minimum of 50 

percent), limiting its ability to subcontract the work.



SBR Program Eligibility

Any certified SBE can be eligible to participate in procurement contracts as part of the SBR. In order 

to qualify as a certified SBE, a business must submit one of the following:

ÅEvidence on a form prescribed by the Purchasing Department affirming under penalty of perjury that the business 

qualifies as an SBE as defined by the SBA (Self-Certification Letter)

ÅA letter or other documentation from the United States Small Business Administration that establishes that the firm 

qualifies as an 8(a) firm or HUBZone firm with the United States Small Business Administration

ÅA letter or other documentation from the State of Maryland or United States Department of Transportation that 

establishes that the firm qualifies as an SBE



Minority and Woman Owned Business 

Enterprise 

(MWBE) Program



MWBE Program

The intention of the MWBE program is to increase minority and women-owned business 

participation in City procurement. 

Annual Aspirational Goals 

ÅHelp guide the City in seeking MWBE participation

Contract by Contract Goals

ÅAny projects that involve subcontracting; an overall contract goal will be set based on scope of work and availability of 

MWBE subcontractors

ÅBidders must meet the contract goal or provide proof of significant good faith efforts (GFEs) to meet the goal. Bids will 

be reviewed by the City for compliance

ÅSubcontractor usage will become a material part of the contract with monitoring by City staff



MWBE Program Certification

The City of Frederick accepts DBE/MBE or MWBE certifications from other bona fide certifying 

ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ όŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǊŜŎƛǇǊƻŎŀƭ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΥ 

ÅMaryland Department of Transportation (MDOT)

ÅVirginia SWaM

ÅWBENC

ÅAny other certifying authorities from governmental entities within the Washington-Baltimore-Arlington, DC-MD-

VA-WV-PA CSA

We encourage MWBEs interested in certification to review the website of the MDOT Office of Small, Minority & 

Disadvantaged Businesses, Maryland's official certification agency. 



INSURANCE & BID BONDING ON 
CITY PRJOECTS
WITH THE CITY OF FREDERICK

April 16th, 2025 at 10am 

Frederick City Hall
101 N. Court St. 

Frederick, MD 21701
RSVP by scanning the 

QR Code
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Thank You!



goMDsmallbiz.maryland.gov

Implement 
aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ о 

socioeconomic 
procurement 

programs across 
70+ purchasing 

units

Curate online 
resources at
the federal,
state, and
local levels

Home of the
newly-formed

MBE
Ombudsman

Unit

Host free small 
business training 

webinars and 
business 

development
events 

Connect small, 
minority, women, 
& veteran business 

owners to 
opportunities
in the state 

contracting arena

https://gomdsmallbiz.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx


ϊPrime contracting

opportunities

ϊ60+ participating state 

agencies & departments

ϊRace and gender neutral

ϊOnline certification process 

in eMaryland Marketplace 

Advantage 

Marylandôs Socioeconomic Procurement Programs 

ϊPrime & subcontracting 

opportunities

ϊ50+ participating state 

agencies & departments

ϊVeteran specific

ϊOnline certification process 

in eMaryland Marketplace 

Advantage

ϊPrime & subcontracting 

opportunities

ϊ70+ participating state 

agencies & departments

ϊRace & gender specific

ϊApplication-based 

certification process with 

MDOTôs Office of Minority 

Business Enterprise

No cost to obtain or maintain certification. Annual renewal requirements apply.
www.goMDsmallbiz.maryland.gov 

http://www.gomdsmallbiz.maryland.gov/


ϊ5,400+ certified SBR  firms

ϊ$483 Million in payments

ϊOver 2,000 Firms received 

payment as an SBR in FY24

ϊ29% increase in Certified 

Small Business database

Marylandôs Socioeconomic Procurement Programs 

ϊ950+ certified VSBE firms

ϊ$124 Million in Awards in FY24

ϊ727 Prime contracts made to 

VSBEõs contracts in FY24 

ϊ104 VSBE firms received 

payments in FY24

ϊ10,000+ certified MBE firms

ϊ$2.2 Billion in awards in 

FY24

ϊ$1.6 Billion made in 

payments

ϊ1,724 Firms to Receive 

payment as an MBE in FY24

www.goMDsmallbiz.maryland.gov 

http://www.gomdsmallbiz.maryland.gov/


goMDsmallbiz.maryland.gov

Serves as an internal 
resource across the 70+ 

agencies and departments 
engaged in the MBE 

Program

Ensures MBE Program 
implementation and 

compliance during contract 
performance to effect better 

outcomes

Serves as an external resource 
to certified MBEs, prime 

contractors, legislators, and 
stakeholder organizations 

MBE Ombudsman Unit

https://gomdsmallbiz.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx


Minority Business Enterprise 

(MBE) Program



MBE OMBE
The MBE Certification  is currently  held under  the  Maryland Department  of 

g¦t¢§¤£¦¨t¨|£¢ƻ§ (MDOT) Office  of Minority  Business Enterprise. Vendors can complete  

other  federal/state  certifications  also under  this  office  which includes  DBE, SBE, and 

Airport  Concessions. https ://www .mdot .maryland .gov/tso/pages/Index .aspx?PageId=90

https://www.mdot.maryland.gov/tso/pages/Index.aspx?PageId=90


MBE Certification Process



Small Business Reserve (SBR) 

Certified Small Business Program 



SBR Certification Process
The SBR program is a free, same day certification  for prime contractors  who meet  

the  eligibility  standards  based on industry,  number of employees  and gross sales 

standards . 



SBR Eligibility Standards
Certified Small Businesses must meet the following eligibility standards:

For the purposes of a Small Business Reserve Procurement, a small business is a for -profit business , 

other than a broker , that meets the following criteria:

A. It is independently owned and operated;

B. It is not a subsidiary of another business;

C. It is not dominant in its field of operation; and

D. Either:

Industry: Must not exceed employees and gross sales below for the most recent 3 years

ǒWholesale - did not employ more than 50 persons and operations did not exceed an average of $4,000,000

ǒRetail - did not employ more than 25 persons and operations did not exceed an average of $3,000,000

ǒManufacturing - did not employ more than 100 persons and operations did not exceed an average of 

$2,000,000

ǒService - did not employ more than 100 persons and operations did not exceed an average of $10,000,000

ǒConstruction - did not employ more than 50 persons and operations did not exceed an average of $7,000,000

ǒArchitectural and engineering - services of the business did not employ more than 100 persons and 

operations did not exceed an average of $4,500,000



Veteran - Owned Small 

Enterprise (VSBE) Program



VSBE Certification Process
The VSBE is both  a prime and subcontracting  certification  program for veteran -

owned  small businesses  that  meet  the following eligibility standards:

1.Be a small business as defined by the United States Small Business Administration in 

13 C.F.R. 121.201 and any subsequent revision of that regulation

2.Be at least 51% owned and controlled by one or more individuals who are veterans

3.Must be for-profit business

A veteran for this State program is defined as an individual who is verified as having 

served on active duty in the armed forces of the United States, other than for training, 
and was discharged or released under conditions other than dishonorable. 

https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/Size_Standards_Table.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/files/Size_Standards_Table.pdf


3-  Step VSBE Certification

1 2 3



Business 101-  

Maryland Business Express 

https://businessexpress.maryland.gov/

https://businessexpress.maryland.gov/


Maryland Department of Assessment 
& Taxation  (SDAT)

All Maryland domestic and 

foreign business entities 

registered in Maryland must 

maintain their "good standing" 

status with the State Department 

of Assessments and Taxation. 

https://egov.maryland.gov/B

usinessExpress/EntitySearch/

Search

https://dat.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://dat.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://egov.maryland.gov/BusinessExpress/EntitySearch/Search
https://egov.maryland.gov/BusinessExpress/EntitySearch/Search
https://egov.maryland.gov/BusinessExpress/EntitySearch/Search


Business 101-  
NAICS CODES & UNSPSC CODES

https://www.census.gov/naics/ https://www.ungm.org/public/unspsc


